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capabilities in neighboring Estonia and Latvia. In recent days, Russian navy missiles have been deployed on military sites in the south-east of both countries. At the same time, the Kremlin has seemingly stepped up the risk of a possible clash with NATO by challenging the sovereignty of the two NATO members, and by deploying military forces along their borders. Russia’s recent activities are in line with its doctrine of moving military forces from east to west
along its borders, making the territory “more and more Russian” in terms of military power. Russia also refuses to recognize Estonia’s military bases in the North and Saaremaa (Estonia’s only island territory). Military bases in the North have become vulnerable to reclamation and, despite the agreement between Estonia and Russia to leave the base in Narva for civilian use, reclamation is going on. According to NATO’s assessment, Russian troops, tanks and artillery

are being moved to the area. Russia’s hegemonic behavior, towards Estonia and Latvia, along with non-recognition of their territorial boundaries, border and military bases, and the threat of using military force are clear signs of the Kremlin’s military and political expansion. The UK-based European Leadership Network talks to former government advisors, diplomats and and security and defence experts. Newsletter Join the conversation Since you’re
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activation. Registration:. The primary purpose of the proposed research is to examine the role of primary somatosensory cortex (SI) in the context of a functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI) experiment of pain perception and modulation. The experiments were designed to test the prediction that SI would exhibit significant BOLD (blood oxygen level

dependent) signal changes in response to noxious thermal stimulation and that these changes would increase during attentional modulation of pain. The specific aims are (1) to
determine whether there are significant BOLD signal changes (increase or decrease) in SI in response to noxious thermal stimuli, and (2) to determine whether there are significant

BOLD signal changes in SI during (a) attentional control of pain (nonpainful noxious stimuli) and (b) attentional distraction of pain (painful noxious stimuli). The experimental design
includes separate response conditions (rest, pain perception, and attentional modulation of pain) in both thermal (heat) and mechanical (pressure) pain modalities. A multilevel

experimental approach will be used with whole-brain fMRI data of pain, and SI will be identified by anatomical tracing with a multisubject atlas. An exploratory aim of the proposal
will test the hypothesis that there will be a positive correlation between the magnitude of SI activity and the temporal profile of pain modulation. This project provides a unique
opportunity to test the central hypothesis that primary somatosensory cortex is an integrative cortical region with an important role in human pain processing. The results of the
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