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Wangfei () are the seven powerful spirits that are guardians of the mountain valleys and rivers. In
Chinese culture Stories The earliest Chinese tales about the Wangfei (:zh:汪灼) refer to them as the

"Seven Magical Powers" () or the "Nine Powerful Brothers" (:zh:九強兄弟). Early Chinese texts and
legends claimed that the power of the Wangfei stems from the will of the Baihu, the legendary ruler

of the Hui, who created them using his hair. The earliest anecdotes of the Wangfei mention the
Seven Wangfei, but tell of the former Li'ao () and Zhangshu () as the first Wangfei. In later texts and
parables, tales of the Eight Wangfei were added, as was the famed Eight Skilled Masters (:zh:八勤侍) of

Buddhism. In Fengshen Yanyi The Wangfei have been a recurring theme in Chinese literature and
art, especially in the early history of China. They were also a common theme in Fengshen Yanyi, a
collection of stories that were said to have been written by the Yellow Emperor during the Eastern

Zhou. The Wangfei were so famous that they were a common theme in Chinese literature, art,
philosophy, and folk religion. In the Classic of Mountains and Seas, a Chinese poem from the Warring

States era, Meng Di (孟狄) was credited as the first Sage of the Wangfei. In the Great Learning
(Daodejing), the Wangfei are said to be three times great, and the other six are said to be of equal

power. The First Emperor of the Han Dynasty viewed the Wangfei as his model and studied them and
their ways (huomin). The Wangfei were a persistent theme in early Chinese art, as shown in the

terracotta statues of Baoshan that were excavated in the 1980s in China. The Wangfei are also an
important theme in Fengshen Yanyi, a collection of stories about Chinese mythology. The Seven

Wangfei are also called the "Eight Heavenly Generals". They are
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