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a generic term to indicate a weak or ineffective person or thing. Over the years, it has evolved into a subtle
slur whose effects are often felt much more than heard, subtly reinforcing the idea that the target of the insult

is also a weak and effete person. As a result, the term's meaning has changed a number of times. In the
middle of the 20th century, when the sexual revolution was still new and people's notions about sex had not
yet been fully liberated, the word was used to refer to a person who was seen as effeminate or unmanly. Yet

during those years, the term's meaning was not quite as negative as it is now. A few years later, the "gay
community" was formed, and one of its first concerns was fighting for more legal rights and equality. The
movement to decriminalize homosexuality was not met with a great deal of support, but on July 9, 1973,

homosexuality was legalized under the law in England, Scotland
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