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Dozens of women could be trapped in a contaminated shelter in the deadliest case
of legionnaires' disease in the United States since the outbreak in August that killed
15 people, officials said Tuesday. The Florida Department of Health told reporters
the 40-bed shelter on property owned by the Broward Sheriff's Office in Lauderhill,

south of Miami, is likely to be contaminated. "We have the necessary signs and
symptoms," said Maureen Alkire, an epidemiologist with the Florida Department of
Health. The disease is caused by a type of bacteria usually found in the soil. "The

shelter should not be there. It's the most vulnerable to them," Alkire said. The
women are in "immediate danger," she said. All of those infected had visited the
shelter in the last two weeks and had a shower, she said. If it goes on the state

health map as a probable case of the disease, it would be the first of its kind in the
United States since August. Legionnaires' disease is a respiratory illness that causes

pneumonia-like symptoms, and is often caused by inhalation of water vapor
contaminated with bacteria. "Over 40 cases of legionella in the same facility is very
uncommon," said Dan Plesa, director of media relations for the Florida Department
of Health. "We don't know why there are so many cases, but there are probably a

lot of common risk factors." As part of the health department's investigation, Alkire
said, the department has taken samples from the women who had been housed in
the shelter, as well as from the shower area. The department is still working with
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