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2020.This invention relates to a computer input device and more particularly to
an improved keyboard having an improved electrical contact assembly. As used
herein, the term xe2x80x9chigh-techxe2x80x9d includes both high technology
and electronic technology. While this invention is specifically disclosed in the

context of a computer keyboard, it is not intended to be so limited and may be
utilized with any keyboard or other computer input device where the subject

invention may be advantageously utilized. A conventional keyboard for a
computer usually has a plurality of key switches which are responsive to

depression by a user""s finger(s) to provide a selected signal or key. The size and
shape of the keys may vary and typically are in a staggered array of rows and

columns. A common keyboard arrangement includes sets of digits, function and
cursor keys. A xe2x80x9cbackslashxe2x80x9d key is often used to denote a

leftmost cursor key or other function key. The conventional keyboard structure
typically includes a molded plastic keypad having a plurality of electrical contacts
or bus bars which are electrically connected to wiring. The bus bars are typically

molded within the keypad. Typically, the bus bars are formed with horizontal ribs.
The ribs serve to support the flexible wiring which is sandwiched between the
ribs. The ribs are usually oriented parallel to the plane of a keyboard printed

circuit board (PCB). The various contact elements are disposed on a substrate
above or below the PCB in an electrical contact region. The contacts may be
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arranged in a staggered array which is determined by the footprint of the
contacts. The footprint of the conventional contacts is predetermined by the

layout of the device and/or the electrical characteristics of the contact material.
The footprint is defined as a distance between respective contact elements and

the longitudinal center of the contact element. The footprint of the contact
elements is thus defined by the circumferential lengths of the contact bars which

extend from the contact elements. It will be appreciated that the longer the
contact bar, the greater the footprint of the contact element is. The

circumferential lengths of the contact bars are defined by the distance
c6a93da74d
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