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autologous stem cell transplantation (ASCT) as consolidation therapy
following chemotherapy for adults with acute myeloid leukemia (AML),
myelodysplasia, lymphoma and high-risk myelodysplastic syndrome

(MDS) in the context of pediatric trials of similar salvage treatment for
relapsed/refractory AML. A retrospective review of 5 AML and 4 MDS

patients at a median follow-up of 6 months after transplantation
showed no significant increase in risks of secondary malignancy or

chronic organ damage. This data suggests that ASCT is as safe as the
standard of care for patients with pediatric malignancies.Efficacy of

intrapleural thymosin beta 4 therapy to induce long-lasting
arteriovenous fistula and prevention of ischemia-induced aortic

aneurysm formation after thoracic aortic exposure in the dog. To
demonstrate the efficacy of intravenous thymosin beta 4 (Tbeta4)
therapy for inducing long-lasting arteriovenous (AV) fistulas, we

administered Tbeta4 intrapleurally (i.p.) at a dose of 5 mg/kg to 16
mongrel dogs after long-term exposure of the thoracic aorta to a

pressure gradient of 75 mm Hg for 4 hours (pressure gradient-ischemia
model). We compared the long-lasting fistula rate to that of dogs given
intravenous Tbeta4 as a control. We then assessed the efficacy of i.p.
Tbeta4 therapy in preventing the development of ischemia-induced
aortic aneurysms (IIAAs) in 18 mongrel dogs. In this study, 18 dogs
were given i.p. Tbeta4 at a dose of 5 mg/kg and 16 dogs were given

intravenous Tbeta4 as a control. Pulmonary AV fistulas developed in 4
of 12 dogs (33.3%) that had been given i.p. Tbeta4 therapy and in

none of the control dogs. The spontaneous closure rate was 12% for
control dogs and 100% for i.p. Tbeta4 therapy dogs. The in-situ

mechanical pressure gradient (MPG) at day 28 was significantly higher
in i.p. Tbeta4 therapy dogs (P
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